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Fourteen years ago, when Maria Sa-
laiz-Valdez received a call from the De-
partment Of Child Safety saying that
she needed to take in her grandson, who
was born addicted to meth, she didn’t
think twice.

“In those types of situations, you
don’t think, you just do,” she says.

Now a teenager, Salaiz-Valdez’s
grandson, Joshua, is doing well and has
lived with her and been in her care his
entire life. Tragically, this past January,
her son Tom, Joshua’s dad, died. 

With Joshua still in her home, Salaiz-
Valdez found out that she would need a
legal connection to her grandchild to be
able to properly care for him.

“Shortly after Tom’s passing, Joshua
sprained his ankle and I had to take him
to urgent care,” she explains. “Urgent
care wouldn’t treat him since I wasn’t
his legal guardian at the time. We had to
track down his mom, who isn’t often in
the picture, to sign off on getting him
treated.”

Salaiz-Valdez quickly learned that
proper guardianship paperwork was
needed to access medical care, keep
Joshua in school and permit other vital
tasks.

Fortunately, Salaiz-Valdez knew
about Duet: Partners In Health & Aging.
One of Duet’s service areas is to provide
support groups, resources and referrals
to grandparents raising grandchildren
and other kinships care providers.

“I’ve been involved with Duet as long

as I’ve been helping to raise Joshua,” Sa-
laiz-Valdez says. “I attend all the work-
shops I can and have met some wonder-
ful people along the way.”

Duet staff and volunteers were able
to help Salaiz-Valdez navigate the pa-
perwork and legal documents needed to
file for guardianship of her grandson.
She and her daughter were recently
awarded formal guardianship of Josh-
ua.

“Without Duet’s help, I could not
have completed or done this (filed and
received guardianship),” Salaiz-Valdez
says. “Before Duet, I was lost. Now,
there is always someone to call and I
have a network of support.”

For grandparents or other kinships
care providers who may need guardian-
ship of their grandchildren or other mi-
nor relative, Duet provides quarterly
guardianship workshops free of charge
through a partnership with the Chil-
dren’s Law Center (Volunteer Lawyers
Program).

At each workshop, a volunteer attor-
ney guides attendees through a guard-
ianship petition, provides legal advice,
and answers questions regarding un-
contested guardianship.

“Duet workshops are a lifesaver; they
gave me peace of mind,” Salaiz-Valdez
says.

The next Guardianship Workshop is
from 3-5 p.m. Friday, May 11, at Duet,
10000 N. 31st Ave., Suite D200, in Phoe-
nix. Attendees must make a reservation
by contacting Patricia Dominguez at
602-274-5022, ext. 120.

Michelle Talsma Everson is a public
relations coordinator for Duet.
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Weather photos wanted
Email us your photos of weather in and around Phoenix
and we could run them in a future edition. All submissions
must include your name and where the photo was taken.
Please put ‘Reader Submitted Weather’ in the subject field.
Send your photos to: mike.meister@arizonarepublic.com.


