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B O N D E D – L I C E N S E D – I N S U R E D

602-648-9910
13636 N Tatum Blvd Suite 16, Phoenix
(SW Corner of Thunderbird & Tatum)

FanDoctor.com
MON- FRI 7 :30 AM – 5:00 PM | SAT 10AM – 4PM

CONTACT US TODAY FOR ALL OF YOUR CEILING FAN & REPAIR NEEDS

Casablanca • Minka Aire • Emerson • Fanimation • Monte Carlo

110 DEGREE TEMPERATURES ARE HERE
WE SELL THE BEST

AND SERVICE THE REST!
SALES • PARTS • SERVICE
FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Family Owned and Operated

Monte Carlo Maverick Fan

Will Match Or
Beat Any Price

2577 W. Greenway Road, Phoenix, AZ 85023 • 602.717.4914 • www.parkterraceseniorliving.com

Call today for tour and lunch602-717-4914

Independent Living
over 600 sq ft 1 bdrm/1 bath

From $1995
1200+ sq ft 2 bdrm/2 bath

$3495

Assisted Living
over 500 sq ft 1 bdrm/1 bath

From $2995
(incl. standard medication
mgmt.) plus Level(s) of Care

a senior living community

ZERO MOVE IN
& FREE RENT!

All Inclusive Resort style Living at an Affordable price

Independent & Assisted
Living rent includes:

• 3 meals per day with a la
carte dining

• all utilities paid
• WEEKLY housekeeping,
• gated community,
• 24 hr on site security,
• entertainment

And so much more!
Call Today to find out more!

When asked how many grandchil-
dren she has, Michele Morgan doesn’t
know whether to answer “11” or “nine,”
as both are true. 

This is because Morgan is raising two
of her grandchildren — Jordin, 9, and
Olivia, 15 — while their parents aren’t
able to care of them. It’s an unexpected
role that has come with many sacrifices.

“Sometimes they (her granddaugh-
ters) call me ‘Mom,’ other times they call
me ‘Grandma,’ ” Morgan says. “Becom-
ing a parent again later in life was a
shocking experience — I sacrificed my
whole life to do this. But, we’re on the
other end of the tunnel now.

“While raising grandchildren is chal-
lenging, God is with us.” 

Part of what has made the journey
easier for this non-traditional family is
support.

“It’s helpful to get support in any way

you can,” Morgan says. “Reach out to
any and every one you can find, so
you’re not so alone.”

One non-profit that serves grandpar-
ents raising grandchildren like Morgan
is Duet: Partners In Health & Aging.
Morgan has been connected with the or-
ganization for more than eight years, at-
tending support groups and events
throughout the year. One area where the
non-profit has been most helpful to her
and her family is through respite funds
assistance.

For grandparents raising grandchil-
dren who may want to enroll them in
camps or after-school activities, Duet
may be able to help through its available
respite funds, which may pay for part or
all of the registration fees.

To do so, the grandparent must call
Duet for an appointment, provide proof
of a type of custody (guardianship, non-
parent custody, etc.), and participate in
a short intake process. The grandparent
is responsible for selecting the respite
activity (for example, the summer
camp), and providing Duet with all per-

tinent details. If approved, the request
is processed within 10 business days.

With Duet’s help, Morgan’s grand-
daughters have been to a variety of
summer camps and after-school pro-
grams she says that, due to a limited in-
come, they would not have been able to
attend otherwise.

“My hope is that both girls gain a
greater sense of independence being
nurtured by the community and not just
me,” Morgan says. She adds that the
camps allow her grandchildren to expe-
rience developmental leaps every sum-
mer while giving her well-deserved
breaks.

“The respite funds assistance help
from Duet helps me to manage my life,”
Morgan says.

Jordin and Olivia agree that their fa-
vorite camps so far have been Girl Scout
camps, which they do each summer.

Details: 602-274-5022 and domin-
guez@duetaz.org.

Michelle Talsma Everson is a public
relations coordinator for Duet.

Duet: Partners In
Health & Aging
can help
grandparents
raising
grandchildren
cover the cost of
after-school
activities or
summer camps.
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Grandparents raising grandchildren may qualify for Duet respite funds
Michelle Talsma Everson
Special to Arizona Republic
USA TODAY NETWORK


